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it was then. If ever there were a time 
in our history to heed the better angels 
of our nature, it is now. 

How can we answer Lincoln’s call to 
our better angels? Over the last several 
months, I have devoted significant 
time and resources to answering this 
question. In a series of essays and floor 
speeches, I have sought to put flesh on 
the bones of Lincoln’s appeal. These 
writings provide a blueprint for fixing 
our broken politics. They include: an 
essay on civility—the indispensable po-
litical norm—and how to restore it to 
the public discourse; a speech entitled 
‘‘A Tale of Two Cities,’’ which draws 
from the tragedies of Charlottesville 
and Houston in the summer of 2017 to 
issue a call for unity and strength; a 
well-reasoned critique of identity poli-
tics, specifically, the threat it poses to 
the American experiment and how we 
can heal age-old divisions by embrac-
ing the politics of ideas, not identity; a 
discourse on the invaluable worth of 
the individual and how affirming this 
worth can help us curb the suicide epi-
demic among LGBTQ youth and create 
a stronger, more civil society; a pro-
posal to establish Geneva Conventions 
for the culture wars, a new set of 
norms that can ease partisan tensions 
and help us contain the worst excesses 
of political warfare; and finally, an op- 
ed on pluralism and how embracing 
this forgotten virtue can help us over-
come tribal tolerance and effect mean-
ingful change. 

These writings appeal to the human-
ity, grace, and inherent goodness in 
each of us. The purpose of this project 
is to remind readers of the singularity 
of the American experiment and how 
we can preserve this great Nation only 
by heeding the higher virtues within 
us. 

As a parting gift, I plan to share a 
copy of this compilation with each of 
my Senate colleagues, as well as our 
friends in the House and leaders in the 
executive branch. I sincerely ask that 
each of you take the time to study 
these writings. Please, ponder their 
words and ask yourself how we can 
apply these ideas to restore our Na-
tion’s civic health. 

When we heed our better angels— 
when we hearken to the voices of civil-
ity and reason native to our very na-
ture—we can transcend our tribal in-
stincts and preserve our democracy for 
future generations. That we may do so 
is my humble prayer. 
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THE UNITED STATES-UNITED 
KINGDOM FULBRIGHT COMMISSION 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as a 
member of the British-American Par-
liamentary Group, I would like to take 
a moment to recognize the 70th anni-
versary of the creation of the United 
States-United Kingdom Fulbright Com-
mission. 

In the aftermath of the Second World 
War, Congress took steps aimed at cre-
ating a more peaceful and prosperous 
world. The Fulbright Program, along 

with the World Bank and the IMF, are 
reminders of the importance of collec-
tive action for the common good. Since 
1946, the Fulbright Program has fos-
tered bilateral relationships through 
educational exchanges with post-
graduate and postdoctoral scholar-
ships. In the words of Senator J. Wil-
liam Fulbright, ‘‘the vital mortar to 
seal the bricks of world order is edu-
cation across international boundaries, 
not with the expectation that knowl-
edge would make us love each other, 
but in the hope that it would encour-
age empathy between nations . . . .’’ 
Those words are as relevant today as 
they were back then. 

Over the last 70 years, thousands of 
students from the United States and 
the United Kingdom have crossed the 
Atlantic to deepen their understanding 
of each other’s countries and cultures. 
Fulbright scholarships have not only 
been the catalysts for great artists, 
journalists, scientists, lawyers, inde-
pendent scholars, and many others; 
they have cemented friendships around 
the globe for generations. 

I invite my fellow Senators to cele-
brate the many Fulbright scholars and 
emerging leaders who have worked in 
countless ways to foster tolerance and 
understanding in their communities, 
countries, and around the world. In my 
44 years in the Senate, I cannot think 
of a time when those attributes were 
more needed than they are today. 
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OPIOID EPIDEMIC 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, last 

night was a great moment for the Sen-
ate. 

We have been able to pass a broad 
legislative package that will address 
the opioid epidemic in many ways. 

As we all know, the opioid crisis is 
not nearing its end. 

We are seeing more and more Ameri-
cans abuse opioid drugs every year. 

In 2016, there were 64,000 overdose 
deaths, and this number rose to a stag-
gering 72,000 deaths in 2017. 

Right now, more than 115 people in 
the United States die from opioid 
overdoses every day. 

In Iowa last year, more than 200 peo-
ple died from opioid misuse. 

If there is one thing we have learned, 
it is that no segment of society has 
been left untouched. 

The crisis has affected people all over 
this country. Communities throughout 
the United States are desperate for an-
swers. 

While overcoming this crisis cannot 
be accomplished overnight, the passage 
of the Opioid Crisis Response Act is a 
huge step in the right direction. 

This legislation is a collection of 
more than 70 proposals from four dif-
ferent committees here in the Senate, 
including Judiciary, where I led six dif-
ferent bills through committee. 

It is important to highlight how well 
we worked together on both sides of 
the aisle—and across the aisle—to get 
to this point. This was a massive bipar-
tisan effort. 

On behalf of Judiciary, not a single 
bill passed through committee without 
wide bipartisan support. The Judiciary 
Committee contributed six separate 
bills—each with different sponsors, to 
this larger piece of legislation. 

I worked with my Judiciary col-
leagues to get near-unanimous backing 
for each of the bills. That takes a lot of 
time and hard work. It takes some 
compromise. But we were able to get it 
done. 

Several of the bills relate to Drug 
Enforcement Administration authori-
ties. Those bills will help empower 
DEA to better identify and stop sus-
picious orders, gather more informa-
tion when setting annual quotas for 
opioids, and facilitate the flow of infor-
mation among drug manufacturers and 
distributors to enable better reporting 
decisions to warn DEA of potential 
problems. 

I teamed up with my fellow Iowan, 
Senator ERNST, to promote higher par-
ticipation in drug take-back programs 
so that unused, forgotten opioids don’t 
find their way from the medicine cabi-
net into unauthorized hands. 

Another bill successfully reported 
out of the Judiciary Committee reau-
thorizes the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy. ONDCP directs, crafts, 
and coordinates the drug policy strat-
egy for the entire Nation. 

Its reauthorization sends a message 
to other Federal agencies and the coun-
try that we will continue to have 
strong leadership guiding us through 
this crisis. 

Yet another bill closes a loophole ad-
dressing illegal actors peddling syn-
thetic drugs, allowing law enforcement 
to better investigate and prosecute 
cases involving synthetics. 

Outside of the Judiciary Committee 
legislation, this bill also includes sev-
eral priorities of mine, including re-
quiring drug manufacturers to publicly 
disclose payments made to nurse prac-
titioners and physician assistants, just 
like doctors; increasing access to sub-
stance abuse treatment in rural areas 
via telehealth; and better data collec-
tion to make sure taxpayer dollars are 
spent helping people who need help and 
not lining the pockets of crooks who 
take advantage of common people. 

While I cosponsored a number of bills 
in the opioid package, it is important 
to remember that this legislation is a 
team effort. 

The combination of bills from the Ju-
diciary Committee, Commerce Com-
mittee, Finance Committee, and the 
HELP Committee broadly address the 
multiple facets of the epidemic. 

As we have learned through several 
Judiciary Committee hearings, we 
can’t focus on single issues as we com-
bat this drug crisis. 

Rather, this legislation looks at the 
epidemic as a whole. 

From prevention, treatment, recov-
ery, and enforcement efforts, the bill 
runs the gamut. It contains provisions 
on transparency in opioid prescribing, 
family-focused residential treatment 
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